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Why do this work????

Ashley Stewart talked about how her 
library the first in Southern Illinois to 
offer drag queen storytime – 
By working as a critical community 
partner in efforts to distribute 
diapers, food, the library establishes a 
firewall against power of attacks

LetsMoveInLibraries.org
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• Sustainability & climate action
• Trauma-informed services
• Workforce development
• Digital inclusion
• Kindergarten readiness
• Public health
• Library advocacy
• [Insert your issue here]

How can relationships help?

LetsMoveInLibraries.org
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The branch manager told me “almost the 
whole first year [I participated in the health 

coalition], when we met I was asked to 
explain why the library was there. ‘What are 
you doing here? Like you're not a member of 
the community care team?’ Those were not 

the words. It was that sort of questioning. To 
which I said, ‘Oh, uh, we are.’”



Welcome	Day-Spring	2020

What blocks this work from happening?

In a word: Perceptions  

Unless you are already 
working with other health & 
social service organizations, 
they do NOT think of YOU





What doesn’t it look like?

LetsMoveInLibraries.org



My story
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Welcome	Day-Spring	2020How do we cultivate and 
sustain the relationship-

driven library?
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Research
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Semi-Structured interviews with individuals from organizations that have worked with public 
librarians on community-based Healthy Eating and Active Living initiatives 

# Interviews
Library front-lines 44
Library leadership 25
Total 69

Grant # RE-246336-OLS-20
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What we found

LetsMoveInLibraries.org
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How Milagros Tanega did it
At Harris County Public Library

1.Talk up the idea
2.Met with those interested in idea
3.Worked with them to develop idea
4.Made a plan and divide the work
5.Started small: Herb garden
6.Kept building: Vegetable garden
7.Kept growing: Fruit forest, storywalk, 

lending garden supplies, 
collaboration with adjacent middle 
school – it just keeps going!
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Gardens Recipes
One or more people working in 
an uncontrolled environment

One person working in a 
controlled environment

No guarantees of success – 
always depends on externalities

If you have EVERYTHING, 
comes out the same each time

There is a time and a place for 
different seeds to flourish

You can follow the same recipe 
any time or any place

Cyclical – time for rest, 
reflection, and harvesting

You can make a recipe any 
time if you have the supplies
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Step 1
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Step 2: Nourishing seedlings
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Step 3: Harvesting the bounty
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Step 4: Look back & forward
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Join us on this journey!
Toolkit now live
https://letsmoveinlibraries.org/toolkit

All welcome to try and share. 

https://letsmoveinlibraries.org/toolkit
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Award 
ceremony 
November 3

Register at 
https://letsmove
libraries.org/ 

https://letsmovelibraries.org/
https://letsmovelibraries.org/
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Thoughts? Questions?



Thank you!

Noah Lenstra  
Associate Professor of Library and 

Information Science at University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro 

lenstra@uncg.edu  
@NoahLenstra

@LetsMoveLibrary
Sign up for monthly newsletter

LetsMoveInLibraries.org/
about-us/newsletters/

LetsMoveInLibraries.org


