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IN THIS 
PRESENTATION
Learn about the history of the 
communities as reflected in their 
newspapers.

Learn about how librarians can use 
these and other digitized 
newspapers to assist library 
patrons and researchers.

Learn where to find resources for 
continued research.



BACKGROUND ON NDNP

National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP), a 
partnership of the National Endowment for the 
Humanities and the Library of Congress.

Competitive grant program for states to 
digitize 100,000 pages of historical newspapers 
that are in the public domain from the state 
(through 1963)

Digitized newspapers hosted and publicly 
available through Chronicling America 
(https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-
america/)

Over 20 million pages now available.

https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/


BACKGROUND ON ARIZONA 
NEWSPAPER DIGITIZATION

5TH NDNP grant for Arizona

Partnership between the State Library of 
Arizona and the University of Arizona 
Libraries

110 newspapers from Arizona now on 
Chronicling America covering 1859 – 1963 

Last grant (2017-2019) prioritized 
digitization of newspapers from diverse 
communities





CURRENT GRANT AWARD, 2022-2024



increase racial, ethnic, and linguistic representation 
including Spanish-language newspapers, those 
published by African American communities, those 
published by or for indigenous communities

were published in the Arizona-Mexico borderlands

were published in mining and agricultural communities

FOCUS ON INCLUDING 
NEWSPAPERS THAT:



WESTSIDE 
NEWSPAPERS

Buckeye Valley News, 1912-1935

Buckeye Valley News & Buckeye 
Review, 1935-1950



WESTSIDE 
NEWSPAPERS

Tolleson Independent, 1941

Westside Enterprise, 1941-1953

Westside Weekly, 1953-1955

Westside Enterprise, 1955-1963



Newspapers published in major cotton-
growing areas in Arizona

Agricultural and environmental news

Labor news

Westside Enterprise
March 9, 1951



Information about people for 
genealogy and local history research: 

birth, marriage, & death 
announcements; 

school awards; 

club and church activities; 

comings and goings; 

and more!

Buckeye Valley News
October 20, 1938



Fashion historians and researchers 
may find a wealth of contemporary 
stories to spark their curiosity.

This is one example of a cotton bag 
(or “feed sack”) sewing contest. The 
tradition of making clothing from 
cotton bags is well-known to many 
people in rural communities dating 
back to at least the 19th century in 
the US.

Westside Enterprise 
May 28, 1953



The Agua Fria Farm Workers 
Community was a migrant workers’ 
camp based in Avondale established 
by the FSA.

Another newspaper, The Desert 
Sentinel, was published in Avondale 
in the early 1940s by the community 
of Agua Fria.

Tolleson Independent 
July 18, 1941



Contemporary recipes 
can be found regularly in 
newspapers, which may 
evoke feelings of delight 
or disgust. 

Westside Enterprise
June 25, 1953



DEMO OF CHRONICLING AMERICA

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/


SELECTED 
RESOURCES

• Chronicling America

• Arizona Memory Project

• Mexican and Mexican 
American Press (UA 
Libraries)

• Library news databases



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Arizona Digital Newspaper Project has been made possible 
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Humanities:  Democracy demands wisdom.

The National Digital Newspaper 
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Endowment for the Humanities 

and the Library of Congress.



CONTACT US
Co-Project Directors:

Mary Feeney, mfeeney@arizona.edu
Asa Espanto, aespanto@azlibrary.gov 
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